

I STATS OF LOUISIANA 
PARISH OF ORLEANS 






AFP I DA V 1 T 

BEFORE ME# personally came and appeared 

JOHN MANCHESTER 
Town Marshall 
Clinton, Louisiana 

who, after being duly sworn, deposed and said: 



During the time of the Civil Rights demonstrations, I * 
can remember that my attention was called to a Cadillac that was 
parked close to the Voter Registrar's Office. I don't remember 
exactly how my attention was called to the car, and I don't 
remember exactly where it was parked, but it was in the vicinity 
of the Registrar's office. I don't remember exactly how, but I 
remember finding out some way that the car was from the Interna- 
tional Trade Mart in New Orleans. It is possible that I could 
have checked it out through our Sheriff's office or I may have 
gone ,up and talked to the people in the car and got the informatioi 
from them. It is hard for me to remember exactly how. I do 
remember mentioning to someone, but I don't know exactly who, that 
the Cadillac was from the International Trade Mart in New Orleans. 

I also remember the joke being said that they were selling bananas, 
but I don't know whether I said it or someone else said it. There 
was always a bunch of people around and I don't knew who could 
have been around at the time. There were always people 'coming 
and goin§ and stopping and talking and looking.* 

I can remenber that there were two people in the car 
and both were in the front seat. The one on the driver's side 
was well dressed with a white shirt and tie. He was neat. The 
main thing I remember about the man was that he had gray hair. 

, It wa s a cropd bit of hair and it wasn't thin. He did not have a 
hat oTT tie looked tall and v/ell built from what I could tell 
from seeing him in the car. Possibly 6 feet or better. .1 don't 
remember much about his complexion. I would say that from pictured 
II I have seen in the paper of CLAY SHAW that he resembled CLAY SHAW 
quite a bit. I would say this mostly from his build and his hair. 
They are the main things that I remenber about him. I feel that I 
must have walked up to the car and talked to the man on the 
driver's side, but I can’t be sure and I really can't be certain. 

/i feel that HENRY EARL PALMER must have told ma to check it out 
and I must have walked up to the car and talked to the nan and he i 
told me that he was from the international Trade Mart in New 
Orleans, but I can't be sure. I don’t believe that a 10?8 
(vehicle registration check) was run on the car so the info must 
have been given to me by the man in the car. I only would have 
I talked to the man behind th? wheel and not to the other man cn -he 
passenger's side. All I can remember about the man on the 
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passenger side is that he was not as well dressed as the man on 
the driver's side. I can't re member shout him because I would no 
have been interested in him at all unless the driver did not check} 
out, ’ ' . * 

on the day that the Cadillac was here X don't remember 
anything about the registration lines that day. I knew ESTES 
MORGAN, but I can’t remember seeing him in the registration line 
at a particular time* PALMER told me about him coming up to the 
Registrar's office, but I can't remember exactly when. 1 had no 
set time to get there or leave so I can’t remember exactly when 
the Cadillac came to my attention, 1 feel like it was before 
dinner and it was the first time I had seen HENRY EARL that day, 

QUESTION BY MR. SCIM1BRA: 

/ Mr. MANCHESTER, Lieutenant Fruge and I have talked to 
HENRY EARL PALMER and HENRY EARL has told us that he 
feels that on that particular day, after the Cadillac 
was called to his attention, he told you to g et |p 10 2 Et- 


on the Cadill ac a nd he went intC!_Jbh fi_ c offee shoo^for 
coffee. He feels that about 10 minutes later he came 
~ out of the coffee shop and that you to ld him “Don 1 t 
wor r v ab o uJL-tJ ie C adill a c . They are not from the Justich 
Department, they are from the* International Trade Mart 
in New Orleans." He then asked you what were" they 
doing up here and you said they were selling bananas. 


ANSWER BY MR, MANCHESTER: 


I feel that HENRY EARL*s account of what happened is 
exactly what happened but it was a long time ago. 


If I would have called for a 1028 in the car, I would, 
have had to get it over my radio and from the best; I can remember 
I would not have been sitting in my car in the hot sun. A radio 
check on a car can take anywhere from 2 minutes to 24 hours and 
you can never tell how fast you could get one back. 

I was asked to hang around the Registrar's office as 
much as possible during the demonstrations and I was around there 
a lot during that time. I don't remember seeing the car leave 
or anyone going around the car. 


JOHN MANCHESTER 


SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME 
THIS DAY OF __ 1967. 

" NOTARY PUBLIC 
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January 22, 1968 

TO: JIM GARRISON, District Attorney 

FROM : ANDREW J, 8CIAMBRA , Assistant District Attorney 





REi 


HENRY EARL PALMER, Clinton, Louisiana 


MR , PALME R in forma cl me that JOHN JiAN Cl i ES TE R lias rcoen L ly to 1 cl him 
that right around the time the black Cadillac was in Clinton, he 
remembers seeing a boy who fit OSWALD'S description coming out of 
a CORE meeting in Clinton and when ha left the CORE meeting, 
MANCHESTER followed him and the car went in the direction of 
Jackson, Louisiana, PALMER also informed me that he feels sure 
that CORY COLLINS was in tewn on the day the black Cadillac was 
there * 


He also informed me that VAN BUS KIRK T s secretary .i s MARY ANN 
SAGELY , who now runs a store in F alixville, L ouisiana, and who can 
give us a lot of information on BUSKirTTTbj 


He also said the doctor that OSWALD mentioned was in the secon d 
register which covers from L to The nan in KtERA rings a belX 
TrT some way for him. 


MEMORANDUM 


June 1, 1967 (Dictated and transcribed) 


TC: JIM GARRISON, District Attorney 

FROM: ANDREW SCIANBRA, Assistant District Attorney 

RE: MR. HENRY EARL PALMER - INTERVIEW WITH 

REGISTRAR OF VOTERS, CLINTON, LOUISIANA 
ON MAY 29, 1967 


Lt. Francis Fruge and I talked to Mr. Palmer at 
his office which is located across the street from the Courthouse 
in Clinton, Louisiana. 

Mr. Palmer said that some time between September 
1st and October 15th of 1963 he had occasion to talk to LEE 
'HARVEY OSWALD. MiT. . 1 . d he feels very strongly that it 

was in the f irst wr >r>v Qpt-nbpr, possibly around the 6th or 7th. 
He said he was the Registrar of Voters at the time and his office 
was on Main Street located across the street from the Courthouse. 
Mr. Palmer said that on this particular day there was some Civil 
Rights activities in town and the colored people had a voter 
registration drive on. He said there was a long line of colored 
people lined up to register with him. 


Mr. Palmer said that as he left his office for a 
coffee break around 10:30 in the morning he noticed 2 white men 
in line with the colored people and that they wer e very co nspi- 
cuous as they we re th tt-Q aly -2 wh i t e .. prop! p i n - t he line. When 
he talked to these two people he learned they were LEE HARVEY 
"OSWALD and ESTES MORGAN ? that ESTES MORGAN is from Livingston 
Parish, born in Sun, Louisiana. Mr. Palmer said OSWALD and MORGAN 
were in the hallway of the building and that OSWALD had on a 
T-shirt, dark trousers and sneaker-type crepe soled shoes. He 
was normally clean and shaven. Mr. Palmer said he passed OSWALD 
and MORGAN in the line and never said anything to them, and he 
walked out of his office on the way to the cafe. On his way to 
the cafe he noticed a black Cadillac parked about 20 feet from 
the entrance to his building; that he noticed 2 people sitting 
in the Cadillace, both of whom were white males and were sitting 
in the front seat. Mr. Palmer said he was sure it was a black 
Cadillac and looked to be around a 1962. He did not write down 
the license number. Mr. Palmer said the Cadillac was parked in 
front of Cochran's Drug Store which is right close to his build- 
ing. Mr. Palmer said the man in the passenger side of the auto- 
mobile had heavy eyebrows and this was his distinguishing feature 
as far as he would say. He said the other man was sitting behind 
the steering wheel and was looking straight ahead; that he 
appeared to be tall and was gray hair^jmd had a ruddy complet- 
ion. Palmer said that he was also /STear i.nc 


r 


Mr , Palme r sa Id that when he got across the stre e t 
| someone told him" that the Just ice Department ws watching every^~ 
r thing and at that t i me hn told someone ar oun3^ Tm ~to ge t a ~l02S 
' ( 1 icens e registration check) on the black Cadi Il'a c * Mr , Palmer 
said tie does not remember who he told this to, but that it could 


h a v e b sen a Mr ,_ KAN Cl IBS TER who 1 s the pr c s en t T o wr i Marshal, or 

*o.n 

However 


it could have been a State Trooper or— ,±fc 
Judge John Rarick yku may have been with h im aL thc_Lima* 


hie just docs not know who he told. At any rate, about 10 or 15 


minutes later the person whom he did tell to get a 1028 on the^ 


( 


Cadi llacj told him as h e wa s c oming ou t of the caffes shop that 
! the men in the black Cadillac were not federal men from t he 
Ju s L i cc Depart men t , bu t wc. r e r e pr c se n t a t i ves from the I nterhati ona L 
Trade Mart in New Orleans . Mr- Palmer said he asked the manvSt 
in thef^wbrid were they doing here, and the man said laughingly, 

,r Selling bananas" * The man then repeated that he had checked 
them out and that they were from the International Trade Mart, 

Mr* Palmer said that he went back in the building and he stayed 
in the building until about 1:00 P*M, when he left for lunch at 
the same cafe* He said the car was still there and had not moved 
an inch, and the men were still in the car, OSWALD and MORGAN were 
still in the line waiting to talk to Mr- Palmer, 


Mr* Palmer said he did not pay any particular 
attention to the car or to the drivers any more* He said he 
passed about 18 to 20 feet from the car when he notice the men 
and that the guy on the passenger side had heavy eyebrows; that 
his hair needed combing as it was ruffled and he did not have a 
hat on- I then s hawed Mr- Palmer a picture of DAVID FERRIE and 
he said " that that looked like the type of eyebrows that the man 
in the car had". He then put an "X" on FERRIE' s picture- I then 
showed him a picture of CLAY SHAW and he said "That is the type 
of build that the person appeared to have as the person appeared 
tall even though he was sitting down. He had broad shoulders 
and had the white hair*" Mr, Palmer said he didn't get a full 
view of the person's face and saw him only from an angle from the 
back of th; car as his face was somewhat turned as he was talking 
to the man on the passenger side of the car* Mr* Palmer said 
that from the picture I showed him he could not positively^ 
identify this man as being the man in the automobile - He said 
the man was well dressed, had on dark clothes and had a tie on. 


) 


Mr* Palmer said that after he had eaten he went 
to the barber shop for a few minutes and then walked on back to 
his office* He passed the car like he had before and the men 
were still there but he did not pay any particular attention to 
them- Mr. palmer said OSWALD and MORGAN were still in line, 

I showed Mr* Palmer a picture of OSWALD and he 
said "That's him " and put an lr x fl on the picture, 

Mr, Palmer sate that as he passed OSWALD and MORGAN 
in the line they didn't say anything to him and they were talking 
with some of the Negros in the line, Mr, Palmer said he stayed 
in the office until about 3:30 and then went to get coffee again 
passing OSWALD and MORGAN who were still in the line and passing 
(he 2 individuals in the black Cadillac who were still sitting in 
the car * 




< 


Mr. Palmer said that he went back to his oifice 
and MORGAN was the first one to come in and register with him. 
MORGAN showed him a Livingston Parish Drivers License and said 
that he was from Jackson, Louisiana. Mr. Palmer did not let him 
register because he didn't have enough identification. Mr. Palmer 
said he sent MORGAN out to get better identification. MORGAN^ 
then told Mr. Palmer that he knew Reeves Morgan the State Repre- ? 
sentative and that lie was interested in going to work at the 
East Louisiana State Hosp ital . Mr. Palmer told MORGAN that maybe 


he sould talk to Representative Morgan and ESTES MORGAN then left. 


Mr. Palmer said that OSWALD then came in and showed 
I.D. card from the service. Mr. Palmer said he believes 

He said 


it was a Navy I.D. card. It had LEE H. OSWALD on it 
he believes it was a cancelled Navy I.D. card and it had a New 
Orleans address on it. Mr. Palmer asked OSWALD why he didn't 
register before and OSWALD told him that he went into the service 
before he was old enough to register. OSWALD told Mr. Palmer he 
was living at Jackson and had been living there for 6 months with 


some "doctor at tte hospital. M r. Palmer said OSWALD named the 
doctor but that he cannot remember the doctor's name . ~Mr. PalmeT^ 


asked OSWALD if the doctor was a registered voter and OSWALD said 
"Yes" , but when Mr. Palmer cneciceq the voter regia 


for the doctor's name he found out that the dor tor war not 
Registered with him- Mr. Palmer then asked OSWALD if he knew 
the Business Manager at the hospital or the Mayor of Jackson or 
Reeves Morgan the State Representative and OSWALD said he did not 
know any of them. Mr. Palmer then told OSWALD he would have to 


get a letter from someone at JuGTVgQfl flavnftj EMI he was living 


-rn jciukLdn for 6 months before he would be able to regist er, or 
"if he wanted to tie couici register in New oneans. OSWALD told 


Mr. Maimer that he wanted to register with him as he wanted to 
get the job at the hospital and Mr. Palmer informed him that he 
did not need to be a registered voter in order to get a job at the 
hospital. Mr. Palmer said OSWALD thanked him for this information 
and then left, and that was the last time he saw OSWALD. 

Mr. Palmer said it was around 4;0C or 4:15 P.M. 
when OSWALD left his office. At about 5:45 Mr. Palmer said he 
left his office and at that time the black Cadillac was gone. Mr. 
Palmer said that as he was closing his office GLORIA WILSON, who 
worked in Cochran’s Drug Store, was just getting off work and as 
they passed each other she remarked to Mr. Palmer "Your Civil 
Rights Workers are riding better than you are now." Mr. Palmer 

asked her what she meant and she said that that boy in line with 

the "Niggers" got in that black Cadillac^ and left with it. Mr. 
Palmer said that he is sure that if we would have talked t o Mrs 
Cochran w e could have gotten all the information and identifies 
tion we would have needed as they were locking at the Cadillac 
which was parked directly in front of the drug store all day long. 
He said that knowing the 2 women he feels sure that they may havt 

even talked to the people in the car. He said, however, that 

M rs. Coch ran died in the last part of 1964 and (Gl oria Wily on died 
in 1965 7 (both oF^r.atural causes) . ’ 

Mr. Palmer said that he has talked to JOHN MANCHES- 
TER the Town Marshal, about the incident and an one time MANCHESTER 
4 }- had told him that he could identify the men. in the car. However, 
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^ Mr , Palmer said that O^KAUJ then came in a; id sh owed 
him a n I -D. card from the service. Mr- Palmer said he believes 
it was a Navy I.D. card. It had LEE H . OSWALD on It. He said 
he believes it was a cancelled Navy I.D. card and it had a New 
Orleans address on it. Mr. Palmer asked OSWALD why he didn't 
register before and OSWALD told him that he went into the service 

before he was old enough to register- OSWA L D told Mr . palmer he 

was living at Jac kson and had been living the re for 6 months with 
^~t some docto r at the hospital. Mr. Palmer said OSWALD named the 
doctor but that he cannot remember the doctor's name,, 


Mr. Palmer said that he went back to his office 
and MORGAN was the first one to come in and register with him. 
MORGAN showed him a Livingston Parish Drivers License and said 
that he was from Jackson, Louisiana, Mr. Palmer did not let him 
register because he didn't have enough identification. Mr- Palmer 
said he sent MORGAN out to get better Identification. MORGAN ^ 
then told Mr. Palmer that he knew” Reeves Morgan the State Repre - f 
sentative and that he was interested in going to work at the 
East Louisiana State Hosp ital , Mr , Palmer told MORGAN that maybe 


he soultT talk to Representative Morgan and ESTES MORGAN then left. 


asked OSWALD if the doctor was a registered voter and OSWALD said 


11 Yes 11 , but when Mr ■ Palmer checked the^voter Ire 


fo r the doc tor * s name he foun d out that th e doctor was not " 
registered with him- Mr. Palmer then asked OSWALD if he knew 
the Bus inoss Manager' at the hospital or the Mayor of Jackson or 
Reeves Morgan the State Representative and OSWALD said he did not 
know any of them . Hr. Palm er then told OSWALD he would have to 
get a letter from someone an Ju? k'~6A 


sdy.ImT no was living^ 


it “cuAbun i.or 6 months be £ ore he would be able to regist er f , 

GSWALD^told 
iLh him as he wanted to 


T t he wanted to he could register in New or leans - 
"FlrT PaTlmcr tha L he wanted to register 


get the job at the hospital and Mr. Palmer informed him that he 
did not need to be a registered voter in order to get a job at the 
hospital, Mr. Palmer said OSWALD thanked him for this information 
and then left, and that was the last time he saw OSWALD - 


Mr. palmer said it was around 4:QC or 4:15 P.M* 
when OSWALD left his office. At about 5:45 Mr. Palmer said he 
left his office and at that time the black Cadillac was gone- Mr. 
Palmer said that as he was closing his office GLORIA WILSON, who 
worked in Cochran's Drug Store, was just getting off work and as 
they passed each other she remarked to Mr. palmer "Your civil 
Rights Workers are riding better than you are now." Mr. Palmer 

asked her what she meant and she said that that boy in line with 

the "Niggers" got in that black Cadillac £ and left with it. >ir. 
palmer said that he is sure that if we would have talked t o Mrs - 
Cochran w e could have gotten all the information and identificP^ 
"“Ft ion we would have needed as they were looking at the Cadillac 
i which was parked directly in front of the drug store all day long. 
He said that knowing the 2 women he feels sura that they may have 

even talked to the people in the car. He said, however, that 

M rs, Cochran die d in the last part of 1964 andfQl orip wiiran tiled 
i£T 1965 7 (both of^natural causes) . — " 

Mr* Palmer said that he has talked to JOHN MANCHES- 
TER the Town Marshal, about the incident and at one time MANCHESTER 
-^had told him that he could Identify the men - in the car. However, 


( 


) 


'O o. 



after the Garrison investigation hit the papers MANCHESTER told 
Mr. Palmer that he could not identify the men in the car. Mr. 
Palmer said that he would talk to some of the people around town 
to see if he could get some information about who might remember 
the incident. 

Mr. Palmer said he has also tal ked to BILLY KLINE 
who said he vaguely remembers the automebi le^ “ 

Mr. Palmer said he also talked to Mrs, Wats on who 
would have run a 1028 on the automobile cis it would have ^e“£n her 
job in the Sheriff's Office to do so. However, she does not 
remember the car. 

Mr. Palmer said that Mr. Phelps who is the Mayor 
of Clinton may have seen the automobile parked in front of 
Cochran's Drug Store that day as it was parked directly across 
the street from his garage. 


Mr. Palmer pointed out the CLAY SHAV7* s first cousin 
(h$r father and Clay Shaw are brothers) is marr ied to WILLIE JOE 
YARBOUGH who is one of the 5 Town Councilmen of Clinton; that 
she was living in Clinton in 1963 and is still living there as 
far as he knows . H er name is Doris Shuiw ur^d she works in the 
Clinton Bank which is just 3 or 4 doors from where the black 


Cadillac was parked. 
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June 26, 1967 


TO: JIM GARRISON, District Attorney 

FROM: ANDREW? J. SCIAMBRA, Assistant District Attorney 

RE : I KTERV I EW WITH: 

MR * LEA MCGEE on JUNE 17 , 1967 


I talked to Mr. LEA Me GEE who is a barber in the Town 
of Jackson, Louisiana, Mr* Mcgee told me that in late August or. 


early September 1963 (he said it was kind of cool and he remembers 
his air conditioner was not on) just before he closed his barber 
shop a person who he later found out was LEE HARVEY OSWALD walked 


into his ba rber shop and got. a haircut, McGEE sa id that he n otice 
an old dark colored beat up car pull up and park a few feet past 
the entrance to_ his .shop. The .next thing he noticed was this man 
w a Iking into his barber shop and sitting down in the chair ready 
to get a haircut, McGEE said the person at no time introduced 

himself. As McGBE started to cut tn ^ h*i*r, r the ppr.^nn 

asking him questions about East Louisiana state Hospital and 
TEanEedT primarily to fin d out wha t kind of a hospit al it wash The 
person told McGEI 


. . that he was from Mew Orleans an d yas out^ot^fork 

and wanted to know how he could go about getting a j o€» at the 
hp^p i tn i . McGES. said t hat OSWALD' set;nec]_ surpriaci when he told 
hiin_ that East Louisiana Stat e Hospital was. a mental- -hospital, 

OS wa t.d repeated "men t a 1 hospital" a n d then asked MgnEE if Hiprp 

McGEB said that it was 


were all kinds of jobs a n the hospital 
Ms _ impression that "OSWALD had just been out of work and drove s 
straight up to Jackson and stopped at his barber shop* McGEE said 
that OSWALD gave him the impression that he was not familiar at 
all with the Jackson area and also he made the comment about a 
barber shop being a good place for information. OSWALD told McGEE 
that he needed a job right away and he said that he didn't know 
any politicians In Hew Orleans that could help him, McGEii th£UL_ 
told OSWALD that Mr. MORGAN, who is . a State. Represents tiye, migh t 


be able to. help him get s^ Jiab at ±Hc_ho.s p it a 1 . M e GEE t hen 
explained to OSWALD how to get to Morgan r .hc.u s c . Mcgee said 
that it was his impression that he was the first person that 
OSWALD had talked to in the town and that his barber shop was 
first stop that OSWALD had made* Mc gee ..then told -him ±Irt it 
would help him if he were a_ registered voSz er in t h*i— nax i s h — .n^&ZK 


the 


then told OSWALD that he could register w ith HENRY EARL PALMER 
w ho was the Regis trar^of Voters, 


\ 


McGEE said that OSWALD was neatly dressed and did not 
need a haircut and that he could have gone without one. OSWALD 
had on a pair of slacks and a sport shirt, McgEE said that 
OSWALD was very nice and after he cut his hair he just got up and 
thanked him and walked out of the shop. McGEE said that after 
OSWALD had his hair cut he asked Me GEE whether he. had change ::or 
a 5 dollar bill and Me GEL told him that he did* McGBE said that 
ho can n ot r e me mb a r e vc ry thing that 0 SKALD told him but he said the: 
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I OS IGALD d to say something to de libera tel y make MCGEE r e a- £ kCo *l i 

him. McGEE said there v#as no one else in the shop at the time as 
he was just about to close. MCGEE said that he * remembers OSWALD 
continually staring at a big picture of MARTIN LUTHER KING at a 
Communist training school which McGEE had hanging on the wall. 
However, MCGEE said that OSWALD did hot coitus nt on it. I asked 
McGEE to tell me everything that he could remember about the 
automobile and he said that he really never paid much attention 
to it except when it passed in front of his window and. he may have 
glanced at it about 3 or 4 times when it was parked a few feet 
past his, door (McGEE said if he had to guess at what kind of car 
it was he said it .was like a Nash or a kaiser). McGEE said he doc 
remember that it was old and beat up and that he doesn't think it 
was a station wagon. It was dark in color and ha doesn't remember 
if it was a Louisiana license plate or not. McGEE said that what 
did attract his attention was an article on the back seat of the 
car that looked like a baby basinette and there was a woman 
sitting in the front seat of the car* more or less turned around,, 
with her arm over the front seat as if she were paying some 
attention to the basinette in the back seat. McGEE said that he 
ip did not see the woman's face at all, but that from what he can 
/ remember of her appear ance from the rear she did not look to be 
I an elderly woman and would guess that ?he would be in her early 
20 1 s . McGEE said that he could not tell from her position in the 
car if she was behind the wheel of the car or on the passenger 
side, fie said that she appeared to have dark hair, i asked McGEE 
! if he could remember whether or not OSWALD drove the car away or 
whether he got in on the passenger side of the automobile. He 
said that he did not pay that much attention and therefore could 
not rea'ierrber . McGEE said that MORGAN later told him that OSWALD 
had gone to his house seeking information about the job at East 
Louisiana Stats Hospital. OSWALD told MORGAN that MC GEE had told 
him about him and had given him instructions on how to get to his 
house. McGEE said it was also the only person he had ever sent 
to MORGAN'S house. McGEE said that when he saw OSWALD'S picture 
on TV he told his wife that he looked very familiar to him but 
that he did not know his name as QSWAED had never mentioned his 
name to him, and MORGAN had not informed him that OSWALD had be err 
to see him, MCGEE said that he can remember faces but that he is 
not good on, names- McGEE said tha he has. never heard anyone 
mention OSVJALD's name in his barber shop, and as far as he knows 
he does not know anyone in the area who talked to OSWALD besides 

h ims elf a nd MORGAN . He did a a v , however , t hat t here were _ el lot 

of Cubans and Let in-Amur jeans working at the hospital around that 
time and "that h e cu t the hair of some of them- H e sayd he can 
^remember a doctor from Mexico who was a real gun fanatic. He used 
to cut the doctor's hair and the doctor told him that he had a 
firing range of his own in Mexico. McGEE said that if he can 
remember correctly the doctor's name was something like "RAYAS' 1 
and that he believed the doctor worked in the infirmary at the * 
hospital. McGee said that the doctor was short, kind of heavy set 
and had a "butch 11 haircut and was in his early 40*s. He said the 
doctor was dark and had pock marks vr skin blemishes on his face. 
He said he can remember another Mexican who was big and dark end 
muscular ar.d who sold a boat to Dr. ROE .ARDS . However, he says 
that he cannot remember his name. McGEE said his wife works at 
the hospital and she has ntvsr heard anyone talk about OSWALD in 
her department. McGEE said that he has never talked to the FBI 
regarding this incident. 


_ 
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June 1, 1967 (Dictated and transcribed) 


TO: 


JIM GARRISON, District Attorney 


FROM: 


ANDREW J, SCIAMBRA, Assistant District Attorney 


RE: 


INTERVIEW WITH MR- REEVES MORGAN OF 
CLINTON, LOUISIANA - May 29, 1967 


Accompanied by Lt. Francis Frugc of the Louisiana 


State Police, I traveled to Clinton, Louisiana to talk with former 
State Representative Reeves Morgan* Mr. Morgan was a member of 
the House of Representatives from 1952 to 1956 and again from 
I960 to 1964 from East Feliciana Parish, 

/ &/* . -Morgan-, tp^Id me that during the latter part of 

krrv:* 3 s 1965 ar56n& daK'tEE HARVEY OSWALD drove up to his 
home which is outside of Clinton, in an automobile which he did 
not particularly pay any attention to* He said that he heard the 
automobile drive up to his house but didn't go to the door to 
look at the automobile as he was in the back of the house when 
he first heard a knock on the door. Mr. Morgan told the person 

at the door to come on in and this person introduced himself as 

OSWALD. OSWALD told Mr. Morgan that he wanted to get a job at 
East Louisiana State Hospital in the electrical department and 
that he had been told that there was an opening and that Morgan 
could help him get the job. OSWALD told Mr. Morgan that he could 

do anything in the way of electrical work and that he could handle 

any job in the hospital in the electrical department. OSWALD 
did not mention any names and did not tell Mr. Morgan whether or 
nor anyone had referred him to Mr. Morgan, nor did he make any 
mention of knowing any people in Clinton, Louisiana. OSWALD told 
Mr. Morgan that he was living in New Orleans at the time; that 
he had uo relatives in Clinton. Mr. Morgan said that most of the 
conversation with OSWALD pertained to the job. Mr. Morgan said 
he told OSWALD what procedure to follow In order to get a job at 
the hospital and informed him that he should meet the Civil 
Service requirements such as filling out an application at the 
hospital and applying for a Civil Service test. Morgan told him 
that he would look into the job at the hospital but that if there 
was an opening he felt obliged to try to get it for one of his 


to get a job." Morgan said that OSWALD at the time appeared to j 
get the feeling that he was being given the runaround. Mr. Morgan! 
said that his daughter, who is presently attending Southeastern 
Louisiana College in Hammond, was tlso in th .2 house at thn time | 


j 


constituents before he would try and get it for OSWALD. OSWALD 





I 


and later on, after the President was s hot , she remarked to her 
daddy that if she remembers correctly, that when OSWALD was in 
the house talking to her father, there was a woman sitting in the 
automobile waiting for him* {Mary Morgan will be home from school 
this week and I will talk to her to see if she remembers any of 
tie details) 


Mr. Morgan said that OSWALD had on dark pants, 
a weather-worn shirt- jacket type combination and was normally 
! clean and shaven. 

Mr. Morgan said that he and OSWALD talked for about 
20 to 30 minutes. Mr* Morgan said that he remembers OSWALD 
bragging very much about his ability as an electrician. Mr. 

Morgan said that in the next few days he inquired at the hospital 
to find out whether or not there were any jobs open and if there 
was any need for an electrician. Mr. Morgan said that he found 
out that officially there were no job openings at the hospital 
but that he learned from some of the people around the hospital 
that there was a need for an electrician and that they needed 
somebody to climb poles and to do electrical work around the 
hospital. Mr* Morgan said that they eventually hired a man from 
Gulf States Utilities to do this type of work. Morgan said that 
several months ago when he was working at the hospital a conver- 
sation came up about OSWALD talking about going to work at the 
hospital ... At that t ime ALIKE WOODS IDE , who works in the Personnel 
Department at the hospital, told Mr . Morgan she saw OSWALD'S 
application in the Personnel files at the hospital but that she 
does not know wha t ever became of i t. Mr* Morgan said that after 
the President was shot he talked to some of the people at the 
hospital about what had happened and that people frequently asked 
him questions about OSWALD. Mr. Morgan said that he recognised 
OSWALD’S picture in the paper after the President was shot and 
he said he remembers the name OSWALD because he remembers OSWALD 
Introducing himself as "OSWALD" when he first entered his house 
and Mr. Morgan asked him if he v/n s related to a man living in 
Clinton by the name of OSWALD CHANCE. Mr. Morgan said OSWALD 
didn't give his full name until he was wa Iking out of the house 
when he said his name was LEE OSWALD. 

Mr. Morgan said that Kentwood is around 45 miles 
from Clinton and many people from around the Kentwood area come 
to Jackson to work in the hospital. The hospital is well-known 
around the Kentwood area . 

Mr. Morgan said, that for what it is worth, he 
heard several days after the President was killed that there was 
a patient in the hospital who said on the morning or on the day 
that the President was shot that the President was going to get 
killed today. Mr. Morgan doesn't remember who the person was but 
that it was supposed to he a patient in the hospital. 
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MEMORAN-DUM 


January 31, 1968 

TO: JIM GARRISON, District Attorney 

• * 

FROM: ANDREW J. SCIAMBRA, Assistant District Attorney 

RE: Clinton, Louisiana 


Jim Alcock and I interviewed COREY COLLINS who had previously 
stated to Lt. Fruge that he was present in Clinton, Louisiana, and 
saw t he black car parked in front- r>f dr^ gs tore. COLLINS said 

that if he did have blue overalls on as PALMER said he did, it 
means that this had to be either a Wednesday or a Thursday which 
hi* rvg _f HayR f rom the hospit al. He said that the girl with 
him had to be either VERLA BELL or LAURA DAVIS who is now in 
Alabama. He says that as best he can remember it was around two 
to three weeks after he attempted to register on August 6, 1963. 
This would make it in late August or early Sept ember. 1963^ He 
said that at the time he was living in Clinton and working with 
VERLA BELL, LAURA DAVIS, JAMES BELL, HENRY BROWN, CHRISTINE WRIGHT, 
IONA HENDRICKS, MIMI FIENGOLD, and other CORE workers. The purpose 
was to register as many colored voters in the Parish as they 
possibly could. 

COLLINS repeated that he remembers the black car parked in front of 
the drugstore very well and that he remembers thinking that it was 
an FBI car. He also remembers VERLA commenting to him that he 
remarked that it may be an FBI car. COLLINS says that at that time 
there were Federal man in the area to take care of any trouble that 
may have erupted as a result of the demonstrations and registration 
drive. COLLINS said that he was standing close to the registration 
door as the car drove up and he best remembers this as sometime 
around 10:00 in the morning. He said the car was headed toward 
auk Road and parked in front of the drugstor e. He said he 
doesn't definitely remember the make of the car but remembers that 
it was a big black expensive looking car a nd not more than two 
years old and it had four doors. He says that he believes that 
VERLA was with him trying to get tha names of the people in line. 

Re says he can remember seeing someone get out of the car and go 
into the registration line. He also says that he can remember 
seeing MANCHESTER going up to the automobile and talking with the 
people in the automobile and someone in his party remarked that the 
federal people looked like they were trading with the enemy. He 
pointed out, however, that he doesn't know if this was a Federal ca 
or not since no one in the car identified themselves to anyone of 
his workers. He also said that it was customarily the procedure 
for the Federal men to identify themselves to either himself or to 
some other CORE workers just co let them know that they were in the 
area. 
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RE: Clinton, Louisiana 

He said that as far as he knows these people did not identify 
themselves to anybody. 

He said that after he noticed the one fellow get out of the car 
and go in the registration line, he then went about his other 
duties of checking various things in town. He says at the time 
there were about twenty to twenty-five people in line. 


COLLINS said that he remembered this black car in particular 
because it was the only black strange car that he had seen during 
this period. He also said that he seemed to remember MANCHESTER 
joining PALMER after he talked to the people in the car. COLLINS 
said that there were people in the front of the car and 

couldn't be sure about the back seat and that he cannot remember 
where the person who got out of the- car and went into the 
registration line came from in regards to the front or back seat. 

He said the driver of the car had on a light hat and had broad 
v » f ...n'a nnot remember the color hair he had or anything 
aVupnfc liir rniPT^ ■ and he seemed to be arond 45 to 50 years old. 

He said he believes the windows in the car may have been tinted 
but he can't be sure. He said the other person who got out of the 
car was y ounger an d was or medium height and medium build and was 
casually dressed in a sense that he did not have a coat and tie on. 


COLLINS also said that he remembers two guys sitting on the bench 
in front of the barber shop that morning- One of them was SCRUBBS 
DUNN and he doesn't know the name of the other person but could 
recognize him if he saw him again. He said that he only saw 
PALMER when he left the registration office but was not there when 
PALMER returned. He also was not present when the person in line 
left. 


I then showed COLLINS some pictures to see if he could identify 
any of the men that we have in our files. He immediately picked 
out a picture which I have marked S-l and said that this was~the 
person who got out of the car and went in line to regist er . He 
said he was very sure of this. 


He then picked out a picture which I have marked S-2 and said that*\ 
he remembers seeing this man around Clinton somewhere but can't bej) 
sure where or when. ¥ 

He then looked at a picture which I have marked S-3 and passed it 
over and came back to it again and when asked if this person was 
familiar, he said the face was familiar but can't say for sure 
where he saw the man. He 'said he looks big enough to be the man 
behind the wheel but he would like to see a picture of him with a 
hat on and from the back. 


COLLINS then said that we should check the registration date on 
HUEY RICHARDSON as he was probably in line around that time. He 
also said that he knew ESTES' MORGAN and saw him in line around once 
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but doesn't know if it was on the same day. 

da then signed the back of the pictures and I informed him that I 
vould have a statement typed for him to sign. 




The above is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 


COREY COLLINS 


c ■ 

‘ ■ r ' * ■ _ „ ' L 
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October 26, 1967 

TO: * _ JIM GARRISON, District Attorney 

FROM: ANDREW J. SCIAMBRA, Assistant D.' A* 

RE: INTERVIEW WITH COREY COLLINS 

**************************** 


We have a tape recording of an interview 
with COREY COLLINS which will be transcribed later and 
which says irt effect that COREY was working in Clinton 
with VERNA BELL for CORE during the voter registration 
drive in the Summer of 1963. He says he and VERNA DELL 
both say that they can remember seeing the black Cadillac 
in Clinton some time within a 3 or 4 week period after he 
registered on 8/16/63. He said that his off-days were 
Wednesday and Thursday and the Registrar's office was 
only open on Thursday and Friday but that it could have 
been on a different day in the morning as he didn't go 
to work until the afternoon. But he seems to remember 
him being there all day on the day he saw the black Cadillac. 
COLLINS remembers seeing DUNN and his grandson on the bench* 
in front of -the barber shop. He said that he and VERNA did\ 
take down the names of everyone who was in line to register ] 
and did send the list in to CORE headquarters in New Orleany. 
He says that either he or VERNA BELL or BETTY POOLE or / 

RONNIE MOORE must have sent the list to the CORE headquarters 
in New Orleans* He said that we could check with a man 
named HALEY in regard to the list. 

(The transcript of the entire interview with 
COLLINS will follow^ 


M E M O R A N D U.M 


March 14, 1963 


' y 'iic-yv . y 


TO: JIM GARRISON, District Attorney 

, -- . " T ' — t 

- 

FROM: A NDY SCIAMBRA, Assistant District Attorney 

RE : CLINTON, LOUI S I ANA 


On 3/6/63 I interviewed VERLA BELL who was with 
COREY COLLlNS- whenf the blvack .Cadillac was parked in front of 
the Registration Qfif ice in Clinton, Louisiana* J/ERLA said 
she remembers b e i ng_ b hece and she r emetflb e r s' the i n o i d e nt . b u t 
she uJftadb r5en.ti.fv anv o-£ the people in the car or a ny of the* 
•people in ling. — sue said she-didn*t pay much attention to ‘ 

t train shedid poijtfc- out- that' pictures of FERRIE and BANISTER 
looked familiar but^cau'b say from where* 

She says that she remembers seeing PALMER with 
MANCHESTER that day and she remembers MANCHESTER going up to the 
car and talking to the people in the car* She says she also 
remembers hearing somebody make the comment that the government 
is trading with the enemy. 


She said that all she can remember about the car is 
that it was big and black and that she has no idea of what year 
or make the car may have been. She says as best as she can 
remember, she believes the car was parked in front of Phelp r s 
Garage {which is on opposite sides of the street) , She said 
that she cannot say how long the car stayed there as she 
didn't pay much attention to it. She also says that she 
remembers DUNN sitting on tKe bench in front of the barber shop. 


I 
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January 2*9* 195 G 

IX): JIM GAIOUSGK, District Attorney 

FROM : AlCDltLVf j, SCIAMdRA, Assistant District Attorney 

RE: Interview with BOllDXE DEDDIC, East Louisiana State 

Hospital “ August. 4, 19S 7 


Lfc. Frugc and I interviewed E0B3IE DED0S? at the hospital and Lt. 
Fruge has a tape recording of the conversation. These are so::' 
of the highlights of the conversation. 

While looking through pictures of people in our investigation., 

MRS. piched-jQUt a picture of LEE HARVEY OSWALD and said that 


g K a rpl K that sh ^ in>ri q* ->« h in end talked to him at the 

nosp i Ld 1 . j \ he s a Id Uia t she v:as working in the Clinic as a 
reception is t and that Parker Hall was right next to where the 
personnel office was. ^Snk save that she feels OSWALD caina and 


a shed he r for ^ > 1 t_i *• * > n» h ow hn g - t to the ps r s onn o 1 off J. ce _ 


She feels that she told him where it was with no further 
conversation and he walked off in that direction- MRS, DEE XT 
then looked at L t . Fruge and said that she a! so ^ milker s the trim: 
that Fruge came to the hospital to pick up CftQSE CHE R AM IE^ around 
Ho vc mbc r of 1963, A nd s ho a 1 s o s a id th a t she remembered th a t 
Fruge was with an older person (rruge acknowledges this to be 
true) , 

MRS* D^DQM said that it was quite common for people to come to her 
for instructions because of the locality of her position. MRS * 
DEJO:: also says that the picture: of CRAY BBTxlJ looked very familiar 


MRS. D EHO>; id th a L 


b u t s he j ns b c a n f t p 1 a ce who re she s aw h ini } 

r -^ ( i- r r y Why but somehow she relator nai?AT.ri with -ESTris 
vrhoTi both she m;1 ITT r hu sbe nd k:i?w, „ 


ST*. 73 OF LOUISIANA 


r 


PARISH OF EAST ?E LICIaHA 

Before me the under igned authority in and for 
the Parish and State aforesaid, and residing therein, on 
the I2th mi D a y o f J jut ember* 19 6? » at C LI ETON, LOU 13 X AM A , 
personally cane and appeared: 

HEURY BUR IT ELL CL ABIC 

a resident of legal age at East Feliciana Parish, Louisiana, 
who being known to mo personally and who being first duly 

\ 

sworn did depose and say: 

. , X 

X X 
X 

Ky name is HEfSRY BUUKELL CL^RK. I am twenty-nine yeqrs 
of age and reside near Clinton, La*, v/ith I4rs* Ruth Kilbourne, a 
r el 1 1 v o , bo tv j on C 1 int on , La * , end Jackson , La , 

I have been employed at STEWART & CARROLL GEIISiAL MERCK AN- 
Cl EE STORE in Clinton for the past fifteen years* In formal school 
I finished six weeks into the ninth grade* I have never been arrested 
and I am. a member of the Mount Pilgrim Baptist Church* 


In the summer of 1963, after a period of civil rights 
demonstration and picket ting had ending, and during the attempted 
registration of negro voters, I stepped out on the sidewalk in front 
of the St swart & Carroll Store, where 1 worked, shortly before the 
n on hour, and saw, coming from the direction of the bank east of the 
store, and '".Iking in a westerly direction toward no, a tall men in 
p. dark business suit, who v: as wearing a shir t and tic, but no hat* 

H e i ppr o a ch l ■ , f a c ing mo, to a distance of a o ou t tan or tv e Ive feet 

fr; i me, and stopped off into the street facing in a northerly 

cl i r c c 1 1 m\ * He or o v > e d the stre at v n d entered a black ru t o nobil o vh 5. ch 


fed b-. en parked at the curb, facing north; cutarly, toward the court 
house* backed the car into the rain street, made a U-turn, and 

proceeded In an easterly direction down the street past the bank* 

Fr o r:i p: i o t o gra ph r> sh ov. n m a th is dat : t I recognise the photo^ar 
la Lulled M, QRLkARS, LA* g 12 f> 3£ 3 dated 3 1 6? vhich I herewith 
be this notary, mark rod sign with my normal signature as bring 
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o ^ / £&vjA^? 


I especially noticed this particular individual, with the 
N ew Orleans pint a ,y 125 33S on his chest in the phtogrsph I have 
identified, because at the ti.j he reminded r: ? of a ns vie actor I 


rec;-::;berc-u seeing on the screen, and because ha v/as unusually tall, 


st an d lag well over six fa at . 


During this sane period of tine in the summer of 1963 , 
after the conclusion of the picket ting demonstrations and during 
the attempted voting registration of the Negroes, I stepped out 


in front of the St ew art L C rroll Store and 5 aw a nan whom 1 noticed 


particularly because of his^a fi usucl hair ^ 

It vas bushy and stood up all directions o n his head like 


he had been out on a drunk all night* He valkod up to the pay teleph one 
on the street and stood there for a short while. I do not know whether 
ha made a telephone call or rp'fr* From pictures shown no this date, 

I can state this man^l^fwont to the telephone booth was the man 
Bring oyer his chest the label BEL' QllLEABS, LA. 1-7052 with the 
numbers under it reading 2 16 62 or it was his twin brother* 

1 have marked with my signature the a for enumberod photograph as that 
of the nan who walked past me in Clinton and stood by the public ■ 
telephone th^t day. * ' ' . 

A 

X 

X Thus signed and executed of the own free will 

of 

and volition and after t* due reading/the whole by appoarer on the 
dafco and place aforesaid: 


Sworn to and subscribed before tie, notary cn the 12th Day of September, 
1967 at Clinton, Louisiana* 


beta ryj ubl ic . 

East F licit: . "-'rich, Louisiana 


My Commission expires at do-: th 
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G&ERISO:!/ District Attorney 


FROi-Is AKffiteSW tf* SCIAMSSA, Assistant District Attorney 
HK: Interview with MARY MORGAN June 3, 1967 


I went hack to the home of REEVES KORGAH to talk further with MR. 
liORGAI) about OSWALD'S appearance at his home and also to talk witi 
his daughter; MARY MORGZUT r who had been at home at t ha time of 
tha OSWAlJ. visit. ■ 

MARY mORGAW informed me that she did not pay much attention to 
the incident as it was all very normal for lots of people to 
drop in her dad's home in order to get somh help for employment, 
MARY told me that when OSWALD was in the house talking with her 
dad, she happened to walk towards the screen door and vrcnt onto 
the porch and just casually noticed that there was a dark 
colored car parked under the tree in front of the house* It 
was rather dark and she didn't really pay much attention to the 
car. She says that as best as she can remember, it was an old 
car and the model was somewhere in the Fifties, She says that 
she remembers seeing a wo: a an in the car. She did not pay much 
attention to the whole situation and she did not go out to see 
OSWALD and the woman in the car drive away . 


